
 

 

Harlem Hospital Pediatric Residency Program 
Case Report Authorship Guidelines 
Adapted from the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) 
 
An author is an individual who has made significant intellectual contributions to a 
publication by meeting all these three conditions: 
 

(1) made a significant contribution to the conception and design, or acquisition of 
data, or analysis and interpretation of data 

(2) participated in drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual 
content 

(3) approved the final version of the manuscript 
 
The order of authorship should correspond with the degree of contribution of each author 
in a descending order.  It should be decided prior to the write up of the manuscript by all 
the authors.  At this point it should also be decided what contributions to the manuscript 
each author is going to work on. 
 
The first author writes the first draft of the manuscript, incorporating the contributions 
made by the co-authors,  the revisions made to the drafts by the co-authors, and after all 
the co-authors have reviewed and accepted the final draft, then submit it for publication.  
Usually the first author is also the corresponding author.   
 
The other authors have the obligation to critically review the manuscript for important 
intellectual content and make appropriate significant contributions.  Co-authors can also 
write specific sections of the manuscript. 
 
Honorary authorships (gift authorship and guest authorship) are not permitted, neither is 
ghost authorship (failing to credit individuals who have made substantial contributions to 
the research and writing of the manuscript). 
 
The resident of the admitting team directly involved in the care of a pediatric patient, if 
so interested in writing a case report will have the opportunity to do so, and should 
communicate such desire to the attendings and residents involved in the care of the 
patient, and to the Scholarly Activity Committee.  At that point, it should be determined 
who are going to be authors, their roles and expected contributions.  The designated first 
author will have a 3 month period to write a first draft, if this is not done, then another 
co-author could become the first author and write the first draft after conversations 
among the authors. 
 
The authors should follow the author guidelines of the journal that they intend to 
submit the case report.  (Please note that several journals have restriction in the 
number of authors allowed for case reports) 
 
 
 
 


