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The US National Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity recently recommended
that Nature and Science ask the authors of highly controversial studies with
the avian influenza virus, H5N1, to remove certain methodological details. This
perceived censorship, which aimed to minimize the risk of these findings being
misused by would-be bioterrorists, is unprecedented and has sparked heated
controversy in the scientific community. A discussion between scientists,
publishers and legal experts will explore the myriad issues surrounding the
impending publication of these two studies and measures that will need to be
undertaken to ensure the safety and security of future such research.
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W. lan Lipkin, MD, Center for Infection & Immunity, Columbia University

Panelists
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