September 7, 2003

The Honorable Arlen Specter

Chairman

Subcommittee on Labor-Health and Human Services,
Education and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The 151 undersigned organizations are concerned about efforts to undermine the
merit review system that has been a critical factor in the success of the National
Institutes of Health (NIH). Should the issue arise, we urge you to oppose efforts
during debate on the FY 2004 Labor-HHS-Education Appropriation to cancel
funding for specific NIH-funded research grants that already have been approved
through the NIH’s rigorous merit review process.

NIH’s scientific merit review system is the best that has been developed. It
ensures that the research to be funded is of the highest scientific and technical
merit. Each application goes through review by panels of scientists who have
expertise in the research areas covered by the application. Applications are
reviewed for the overall impact the research could have on the field, including the
study’s significance, approach, innovation, investigator’'s credentials and facilities.

Congressional oversight of the merit review process is an important element in
preserving the integrity and success of this nation’s medical research effort.
However, we firmly believe that oversight should not extend to making funding
decisions regarding individual grants. If Congress sets about to micromanage
individual NIH grants, it would set a dangerous precedent that would have a
chilling impact on medical research and threaten to politicize research — which
could impair NIH's ability to continue to make the scientific progress on which our
future health depends.

We deeply appreciate your continued support for the National Institutes of Health.

Sincerely,
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